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Women Rise to the Top of the 
Megabucks 9-Ball Championship at Break Billiards 

 

 On Wednesday, May 26
th
 at 7:00 PM sharp, Break Bar & Billiards, located at 32-04 Broadway in 

Astoria, NY, will be presenting the exciting finals of the Megabucks 9-Ball Championships. The 

protagonists are Ms. Valerie Bennett and Ms. Allison Pierre, who fought through a field of tough men 

competitors to reach this pinnacle event. The Megabucks (MB9) has levels of prizes currently unmatched 

by any other league in the city. Its purpose is not only to help you improve your game for which you can 

win cash and prizes; but provide an environment where you can meet new people, have some fun, and 

hang out with old friends.  The coed league is formatted in a way in which anyone, regardless of skill, can 

participate and have an equal opportunity to win. This fact has been proven by this tournament’s result, an 

all women final featuring two of the lowest handicapped players in the league. It boasts the league MVP, 

also a woman, Ms. Reiko Kate Puckerin. 

 The League Director is Mr. Vincent Morris of Bronx, NY. After participating in several of the 

leagues around NYC, he found certain aspects were lacking in the format of these other contests. “I 

thought the idea of treating amateurs as Pros was a wonderful concept towards the enhancement of the 

sport of pocket billiards. MB9 puts an average person on a stage which was once considered 

unreachable.” 

Valerie Bennett, from Bronx, NY, works for the post office by day 

and plays pool by night. Ten years ago, she started playing pool on a bar sized 

table and slowly graduated to a regulation table. While working in downtown 

NYC, Valerie was mesmerized by several neighborhood men playing on a 

table which was visible through the window of a local watering hole.  On a 

daily basis, Valerie would see these men playing and became fascinated by 

the colorful spheres rolling around the rectangular shaped playing field. She 

finally got the courage to go in and try her hand at playing. The guys were 

receptive to Valerie’s curiosity about the game and shared the rules of 8-ball 

and gave her tips about how to hold a cue. Valerie was so hooked that she felt encouraged to research 

other places to play and discovered that there were local billiard leagues and joined a team. 

 “I enjoy playing on a team because your teammates help teach you how to play. You also have 

people you can practice with on non-league nights. The only frustration that I have about team play is that 



sometimes people don’t show up and we have to forfeit a match. So when I heard about the Megabucks 

singles league I signed up for it.” 

 Valerie’s E+ handicap helped her to do well during the regular season where she finished 12
th
; 

and the handicap continued to assist Valerie on her road through the playoffs.  Valerie thrilled her 

audience when she made a difficult 3-ball to the 9-ball combination bank shot to win the match and reach 

the finals. 

 “I love playing in the Megabucks because everyone is friendly and supportive. It’s not cutthroat 

because of the atmosphere that our director, Vince, has fostered.” 

Valerie’s highlight of the season was when last season’s winner, Derron Thomas, called to 

congratulate her on reaching the finals.  

Allison Pierre, originally from Trinidad, is now a resident of Prospect 

Heights, Brooklyn. Allison got her first taste of pool playing as a child on her 

uncle’s home table. In her teens, Allison found that playing pool was a great 

activity to do on a date. Before long, she became interested in the game enough 

to invest in her own cue stick and case. For the most part, Allison played pool 

on a bar sized table. Eventually, a friend introduced Allison to Vince who tried 

to convince her to join his team in the American Pool Players (APA) league. 

Allison declined because she had apprehensions about playing 9-ball with 

which she was unfamiliar. The next season, she put her 9-ball anxieties aside 

and gave it a try. Allison’s confidence rose when her team made it all the way to the local finals. Even 

though they lost, the team bonded more closely together and vowed to work harder and help each other to 

improve their skill level. The following 2008 season proved successful as the team earned their first time 

trip to Las Vegas. 

“I took Billie Billing’s “Pool Pointers” class at Brownstone Billiards in Park Slope, Brooklyn, 

and received some great instruction.” Allison said. “Most importantly, Billie improved my stance. I have 

a bad back and it was painful to play long matches. Billie showed me how to get comfortable and yet line 

up correctly with my shot. That information helped me to relax and move forward with improving other 

parts of my game.” 

 In 2009, Allison’s team won another trip to Las Vegas and enjoyed placing 33 out of 600 teams. 

Additionally, Allison won her first singles trophy by winning the local event and also finished 33 in the 

singles tourney in Las Vegas. She then went on to win both the BCA 8-ball and 9-ball singles at 

Amsterdam Billiards in NYC. The Megabucks Championship is the next goal in Allison’s sight. 

“By doing well in these co-ed competitions, I hope to encourage women, especially women of 

color, to put themselves out there and play in competitive venues.” Allison explained. “There are not 

enough women willing to put themselves on the line. It’s still a man’s game. I’ve just started playing in an 



all women’s league at Break Billiards in Astoria. My team, the “Best Stroke Divas”, is very supportive 

and makes playing each week a lot of fun.” 

When Reiko Kate Puckerin got the news that she was the MVP of the 

Megabucks 9-Ball league, she was in shock. “I don’t know how I made it to the 

top.” She exclaimed. “I started out with an E+ handicap and took advantage of 

it. Even though my handicap was raised to a D, I saw it as a new challenge. I 

think most of my opponents didn’t take me seriously. I never gave up in a 

game.”  

A native of Japan, Reiko arrived in America about 7 years ago. About 

two years ago, Reiko’s then boyfriend, now husband, Garth, introduced her to 

pool while they were dating. They both enjoyed playing so much that Garth 

bought Reiko her own cue. She started playing in the APA league where she gained encouragement and 

information from her teammates. Reiko started reading books on the subject of pool and learned the 1 

1/8
th
 or ‘ghost’ ball aiming system.  

“One of the things I hate is missing an easy shot.” declared Reiko. “So even though a shot looked 

easy I took my time and focused on the ghost ball. Vincent taught me that when a system is working for 

you, stick to your routine. That was a great piece of advice.” 

Reiko started playing in the Megabucks tournament because it offered more prize money and 

camaraderie. It also gave her an opportunity to play single matches for the first time. Although winning is 

important to her, improving her game is the first thing on Reiko’s list. She is proud of making it into the 

Megabucks playoffs particularly not as a wildcard, but as a straight contender. Although Reiko lost in the 

playoffs, she is pleased with the way she played. Reiko and her opponent both needed one more game to 

win the match. She missed a difficult long shot and he ran all the balls to win. 

“I was not used to a 40 second shot clock,” explained Reiko. “It made me feel a new kind of 

pressure but it was a good learning experience.” 

The excitement is building in anticipation of the Megabucks finals this Wednesday evening, 7:00 

PM, at Break Bar & Billiards in Astoria. Spectators are welcome to watch the culmination of Megabucks 

second season. The cameras are geared up to record the competition for YouTube and the players are 

ready to show their stuff. For the first time an all women’s finals will burn into the history books of the 

MB9. 
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